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Ethics of AI in Education 
Category: Artificial Intelligence in Education 
The ethics of AI in education concerns what ought to be done when AI influences teaching, learning, 
assessment, research or institutional decisions. It examines whether a use is educationally justified and 
how its benefits, risks and responsibilities are distributed among learners, educators, institutions and 
technology providers. 
Ethical practice is more than legal compliance or a list of abstract principles. It requires evidence, 
consultation and continuing oversight because an apparently useful system may affect privacy, equality, 
autonomy, academic freedom or access in ways that become visible only in context (Holmes et al., 
2022). 

Ethical Principles 
1. Educational benefit: Use AI for a defensible learning or support purpose and assess whether it 

actually helps. 
2. Fairness and inclusion: Test for unequal errors, barriers and effects across relevant groups and 

contexts. 
3. Privacy and data governance: Collect only necessary data and clarify consent, access, retention 

and security. 
4. Transparency: Explain when AI is used, what role it performs and the limits of its output. 
5. Accountability: Name responsible people and provide effective review, correction and appeal 

procedures. 

Examples in Practice 
Before adopting automated essay feedback, a university should test whether comments are accurate 
across disciplines and language backgrounds, tell students how their writing is processed, and provide 
human review. The ethical question is not simply whether the software saves time, but whether its use 
supports fair and meaningful learning. 

Why It Matters 
Educational AI can influence opportunity, recognition and progression. Ethical scrutiny helps 
communities move from broad claims of innovation to accountable decisions grounded in human rights, 
pedagogical purpose and the experiences of those most affected (UNESCO, 2021). 

Further Reading 
6. UNESCO. (2021). Recommendation on the ethics of artificial intelligence. UNESCO. 
7. European Commission. (2022). Ethical guidelines on the use of AI and data in teaching and learning for 

educators. Publications Office of the European Union. 
8. Holmes, W., et al. (2022). Ethics of AI in education: Towards a community-wide framework. International 

Journal of Artificial Intelligence in Education, 32, 504-526. 
Related Terms: Human-Centred AI | Algorithmic Fairness | Data Privacy | Academic Integrity 

www.ka-consultants.com  /  admin@ka-consultants.com 

https://www.ka-consultants.com/resources-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40593-021-00239-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40593-021-00239-1
https://www.unesco.org/en/legal-affairs/recommendation-ethics-artificial-intelligence
https://www.unesco.org/en/legal-affairs/recommendation-ethics-artificial-intelligence
https://doi.org/10.2766/153756
https://doi.org/10.2766/153756
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40593-021-00239-1
https://www.ka-consultants.com/
mailto:admin@ka-consultants.com

